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Tech Matt ers : Browser Extensi on s an d Ad d -o ns f or L ib rar y I n st ru ct or s
Krista Graham, Georgia State University

As library instructors, we are always on the lookout for new
technologies that can aid us in our efforts to improve our teaching and increase student learning. In the ongoing quest for the
latest and greatest in educational technology, however, we can
sometimes overlook the tools that we use on a daily basis, assuming there is nothing new to discover about them. For me,
the web browser is one such technology. Recently, I was reminded of the power of browser extensions to expand the functionality of this simple tool that most of us use every day.
As a refresher, a browser extension/add-on is “a plug-in
that extends the functionality of a web browser”
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Browser_extension). They can
be used to add features, modify page content, and integrate
with other applications or services. All of the major browsers
including Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft Edge, Opera, and Safari
allow the use of extensions and provide “stores” that you can
use to find and install them (see “Where to Find Browser Extensions” list at the end of this article). Because Chrome is by
far the most used browser with a worldwide market share hovering around 60% (http://gs.statcounter.com/), this tool’s extensions will be our focus. That said, extensions are often developed to work with a variety of browsers, and even if that is not
the case for a particular extension, you are likely to find a comparable option designed for your browser of choice.

Installing Extensions
Typically, installing an extension is as simple as pressing a
button. If your extension is found in the Chrome web store,
click the blue “+ ADD TO CHROME” button, and then select
“Add extension” from the resulting dialog box. Alternately, if
you discovered the extension while you were on the web site of
another application, you will probably find an embedded button. Either way, the process is more or less the same and always fairly straightforward. Now that we’ve got the installation
mechanics squared away, let’s explore a few extensions that
can be particularly useful for library instructors.

camera/microphone and/or enable the drawing and animation
tools (both are optional), and then answer a few high-level demographic questions (e.g., are you an Educator or a Corporate
User; what is your education level).
Screencastify will give you the option to record your current browser tab, your entire desktop, or your web cam
(provided you have one and have granted permission to use it).
You can capture audio from either your microphone (again,
provided you have one and have granted permission to use it)
or the system audio or both. You can also embed your web cam
if you want to appear in person within the video. You can use
the drawing tools to mark up the video (e.g., circle a part of the
screen you want to draw the viewer’s attention to) as it plays.
Click the camera icon again to stop recording, and your video
will be automatically saved to Google Drive.
With the free version of the tool, you are limited to 10minute videos, can only create 50 videos per month, and videos
will include the Screencastify logo. With the premium version
($24/year) these restrictions are lifted, and you can also crop/
trim videos, and export them as MP4s or animated GIFs.
InsertLearning
https://insertlearning.com/
InsertLearning is an extension that allows you to create
and embed “interactive lessons” into any web page. When you
first add the extension, you will be prompted to “Sign up with
Google”, indicate whether you are a teacher or student, and—if
you want—provide a name for your class.
When you open the extension by clicking on the IL icon
(
), a toolbar will appear on the left-hand side of the screen
(see Figure 1). With these tools you can highlight important
text, add a sticky note into which you can add comments and/or
embed additional content such as YouTube videos, insert questions for students to answer, and/or add a discussion board.
Figure 1: Use the InsertLearning toolbar to add content (such as the video and the question below).

Screencastify
https://www.screencastify.com/
Instructional videos and tutorials are regularly created by
librarians for use both online and in the classroom. Very often
such videos include an on-screen demonstration of a search
tool or web application. With the Screencastify extension you
can easily initiate a screen capture session directly from within
your Chrome browser.
Once you install the extension, an arrowhead-shaped video
camera icon (
) will appear on the toolbar to the right of the
address bar. Navigate to a page that has content you want to
record (e.g., a LibGuide you want to demo) and then click the
Screencastify camera icon. If it is your first time using the tool,
you will need to go through the quick setup process where you
sign in to your Google account, set permissions to use your
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After creating a lesson, you need to share it with your students, which you do by assigning it to a class that you have
created from within the “Teacher Dashboard.” Please note that
in order for students to interact with your lessons, they will
need to enroll in your class with a Google ID and class code
(unless you use Google Classroom) and install the InsertLearning extension in their browser.

Figure 2: Chrome browser with six open tabs ; click the
funnel icon on the right to get a list of links on a single page.

With the free version of InsertLearning you can create a
maximum of five lessons that can be used with an unlimited
number of students. In order to create unlimited assignments,
an annual subscription ($40/year) is required.
Zotero Connector
https://www.zotero.org/download/
Many of us use, and/or teach our students to use, Zotero as
a reference management tool. The Zotero Connector is a
browser extension that can make your use of this tool more
efficient as it can “automatically sense” and identify citation
information as you browse the web and allow you or your students to save information directly into a Zotero account with
the click of a button.
With the extension installed, you will notice an icon that
will change depending on the type of content (e.g., article, web
page, book, etc.). For example, if you are looking at a journal
article, the icon will look like a tiny page from an article (
).
When you click the icon, any metadata that the extension can
detect will be pulled down into Zotero where you can then review it, make any necessary changes or additions, append
notes, and/or assign tags. If you are viewing a PDF, the button
will change its appearance (
) and when you click, it will
download a copy into Zotero along with any metadata that it
can detect.
OneTab
https://www.one-tab.com/
For anyone who engages in “parallel browsing” or “page
parking” (see: https://www.nngroup.com/articles/multi-tabpage-parking/) strategies while conducting online research, this
is an indispensable little tool. With a click of the funnel icon
(see Figure 2), you can reduce a screen full of tabs down to a
list of links on a single page (see Figure 3). As anyone who
works with many tabs open knows, the problem is that they can
start to eat up your computer’s resources and make it almost
impossible to do any work.
OneTab allows you to reduce your open tabs down to a
single page so that you can reclaim your computer’s processing
power without losing all of your work. If you want to return to
a page, you can do so by clicking on any one of the links which
will open it in a new tab, or you can click on “restore all” to
bring back your all of your tabs at once. Brilliant!
Even if you close your browser or turn your computer off,
you can still retrieve all your previously open tabs; OneTab
saves “tab groups” (you can even give them a name, e.g.,
“Library News Sites”) that you can access whenever you need
them. You can add and remove sites from these groups at your
convenience.

Figure 3: Multiple tabs reduced to one page of links by OneTab.
Extensity
http://sergiokas.github.io/Extensity/
Although Chrome extensions can be incredibly useful,
they can also significantly increase the load on your computer’s
memory, and occasionally conflict with one another in ways
that can destabilize your browser. One way to mitigate these
issues is to disable extensions when you are not using them.
This can always be done by navigating to “More tools -> Extensions” option on the Chrome menu (it will take you to
chrome://extensions/); once on this page, you can toggle the
extensions off and/or on. Note: You can also fully remove an
extension using this menu.
Alternately, you can use Extensity to quickly enable/
disable any of your installed extensions. To do so, just click on
the two-tone icon (
) in your extension toolbar and then select the extension you want to disable—one click is all you
need. Using the icons at the top of the Extensity menu, you can
turn all extensions off/on at the same time, go directly to the
extensions management screen or change how Extensity groups
& displays the extensions. It’s as simple as that!

Conclusion
The Chrome extensions described here represent only the
tip of the iceberg when it comes to the potential utility of these
tools for students and instructors. Remember, extensions (aka
add-ons) are available for all of the major browsers and you
can find them by searching the “stores” listed below. Check
them out and you are certain to find a variety of options to help
you engage students, improve learning, and/or simply make it
easier for you to get your work done!
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